OFFICE OF THE DIEECTOB 



ConmiisBioii No. 2 ^ 1 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


£jl 


-CAji i'->/ 


WASHINGTON IS. D.C. 

April 27, 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

The "Dallas Morning News," Dallas, Texas, had an 
article in its April 24 1964, edition entitled "FBI 

Knew Oswald Capable of Act, Reports Indicate." The 
article, written by Hugh Aynesworth reported that "A 
source close to the Warren Commission told The Dallas 
News Thursday that the commission has testimony from 
Dallas police that an FBI agent told them moments after 
the arrest and identification of Lee Harvey Oswald on 
Nov. 22, that 'we knew he wa^ capable of assassinating 
the president, but we didn't dream he would do it.'" A 
copy of the article in question is attached for the 
information of the Commission. 

There is enclosed for the Commission an 
affidavit executed by Special Agent James P. Hosty, Jr., 
wherein Special Agent Hosty explains the purpose of his contact 
with the Dallas Police Department on November 22, 1963. 

Special Agent Hosty unequivocally denies ever having made a 
statement to Lieutenant Revill or anyone else that the FBI 
knew Oswald was capable of assassinating the President or 
that Oswald possessed any potential for violence. 

Special Agent Hosty specifically denies ever having made 
the statement as quoted in this article "We knew he was 
capable of assassinating the president, but we didn't dream 
he would do it." Special Agent Hosty points out that prior 
to the assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
he never had any information indicating potential violence 
on the part of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Sincerely yours, 
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